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Buffalo 


Assembly 


Roundup 


Continued from last week 


Ecumenical service of worship directs attention to disunity of the 
churches. . . . Near-unanimous vote approves exploring steps toward 
unity with Episcopalians and others. President McCord of Princeton 
heads committee. . . . National Church and Center of Washington 
gets authorization to purchase land while Assembly holds strings on 


“eventual character and purpose of the project. Eisenhower is hon- 


orary chairman. 


. . . Chester, Pa., churchmen are over-ruled in judi- 
cial cases. 


. . . Henry Barraclough ends 41 years in Assembly office; 
will not be replaced. . . . National Missions report says, “The church 
must break out of its walls into the life of the total community.” . .. 
Sessions are asked to make attendance at classes in instruction manda- 
tory for church membership. . . . Synod names changed: Baltimore 
to Chesapeake; Oklahoma to Oklahoma-Arkansas. . . . COEMAR 
Frontier Internships commended. Assembly says, “Neither mission 
to the world nor unity in the Christian community are optional for 
the church.”. . . Peace Corps is welcomed. . . . Congregations urged 
to help with students from overseas. . . . Assembly schedule reduced 
from 8 to 7 days; size to be cut if presbyteries approve. . . . McCor- 
mick’s McKay says, “The crisis in leadership is the No. 1 crisis in our 
church,” pointing to need for ministers and their training. . . . Assem- 
bly meeting places set: Denver, 1962; Des Moines, 1963; Oklahoma 
City, 1964; Columbus, 1965; Boston, 1966. . . . Opposition is unani- 
mous to public funds for private schools. . . . Dangers in Operation 
Abolition film are cited. . . . Communist Conspiracy and Fascist 
Threat are condemned. . . . Churches and members summoned “to 
become involved in even the most controversial affairs of our common 
life.”. . . Mob violence is deplored, non-violent expressions encouraged 
in integration issue. Breakdown of law condemned and messages are 
sent to the President, Attorney General and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
. . . Inter-racial worship and church membership urged. . . . Volun- 
tary abstinence from alcoholic beverages is asked; churchmen with 
different practices are called upon to “respect each other and con- 
structively work together in dealing with the problems of alcohol.” 
. . . Need for variety of approaches is recognized in meeting the 
health problems of retired older people. . . . Opposition expressed “to 
attempts to resolve the complex problems of Latin America by ex- 
ternal military means and (the Assembly) particularly urges our 
government to resist pressures toward unilateral military intervention.” 











Letters to the Editors 





Episcopal Point of View Is Presented 





Replies to Stimson 


I am an Episcopalian and a believer in 
the proposition that the present divided- 
ness of the visible Church of God is a 
sinful state of affairs. Agree with me or 
not, you will not feel it inappropriate, I 
hope, for me to have written you this 
letter in rebuttal of the article by Dr. 
Edward W. Stimson in your OUTLOOK of 
April 3, 1961. My motive is my imme- 
diate impulse to dispute publicly the 
“facts” of this article brought to my at- 
tention by one of my professors here at 
Hampden-Sydney College. 

Dr. Stimson presents five objections to 
a “merger” of the Episcopal and United 
Presbyterian Churches which he consid- 
ers imminent, although why the danger 
is especially great because of the Blake- 
Pike pronouncements is unclear to me. 
The first objection is the only valid one 
of the lot: the differences in government 
and ministry between the two churches 
presents a formidable, though, in my opin- 
ion, not insurmountable stumbling-block 
to any plan of union. The second objection, 
that of the “sacramentarianism” of the 
Anglican Church, like the first, has been 
a theme of monotonous bickering between 
the Anglican and Reformed churches 
since the time of the Reformation, but 
unlike the first, is based on sheer igno- 
rance of the Anglican doctrine of the 
nature of the sacraments, as stated in 
the Anglican catechism. 

If Dr. Stimson will read in the most 
superficial fashion the catechism and 
Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion from 
the Book of Common Prayer, he will find 
complete evidence, except in the matters 
of church government and the three-fold 
ministry, of a system of doctrine as “Cal- 
vinistic’” as those of his own church. 
These two documents are the official state- 
ments of Anglican doctrine, besides the 
Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds. 

Another objection that Dr. Stimson 
raised was the imagined sway of the 
Lambeth Conference. The simple fact 
about this “unbending” group of prelates 
is that it is a merely consultative meet- 
ing of bishops of a common spiritual com- 
munion for discussion of common issues. 
It is no more a legislative body for the 
American Episcopal Church (or any other 
church) than the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury is an administrator for the Ameri- 
ean Church. 

The other two objections, those of “So- 
cial Exclusiveness” and “Ethical Differ- 
ences,” do not merit debate. They are, 
it seems to me, in themselves non-reli- 
gious objections; they are offensive at 
least to Episcopalians and properly to 
Presbyterians in the very raising of 
them; and I challenge Dr. Stimson to cite 
any warrant in Holy Scripture for specific 
objections to a proposal of union under 
the heading of “Social Exclusiveness” or 
“Ethical Differences.” Let him, for ex- 
ample, if he can, show that the Bible jus- 
tifies his cherished “Puritan standards,” 
which I have never heard that the Pres- 
byterian Church officially defends. 

Dr. Stimson concluded with a proposal 
for “unity” which he quoted from a 
report of the central committee of the 
World Council of Churches. This “unity 

. not of uniformity” but of a “fully 
committed fellowship” seems at best a 
very vague goal to me; but at any rate, 


certain it is, that the cause of neither 
unity nor fellowship was served by the 
implied aloof attitude, and the inaccurate 
and calumnious statements made about 
another denomination of the Christian 
Church. 
DwIGHT Day, Student. 

Hampden-Sydney College, Va. 


If Man Defies God 


I have read with great interest your 
presentation of the General Assembly 
Committee’s study and recommendations 
in regard to “Double Predestination” 
(April 10). The suggestions that point to 
the difficulties arising from “God’s choos- 
ing and also of God’s hardening and 
judging” should call for diamond-hard 
thinking, brought under the control of 
God’s Spirit, that digs down beneath the 
superstructure of the Confession of Faith 
and tries to discover God’s acts to men, 
not men’s thoughts about God. 

The Westminster Standards were writ- 
ten in a time of “confessional absolutism” 
that was preoccupied with presenting the 
Bible and the principles of biblical and 
formal interpretation in terms of strong, 
objective authority. Even though the 
actual revision of such an admirable his- 
toric document seems likely to destroy its 
classical integrity and, at the same time, 
harness a contemporary statement in 
some way to an inappropriate, archaic 
form not without some risk, still the Con- 
fession which the Westminster Assembly 
produced must be subject to the same 
scrutiny and critique that the divines 
exercised on the documents that came 
before them. 

So the committee’s No. 4 recommenda- 
tion urges studying the Confession in the 
context of the total Reformed tradition. 
It seems to me almost certain that any 
system of faith that has wielded influence 
throughout long centuries and withstood 
the test of time has some important truth 
at the bottom of it. However, there is a 
glaring omission that seems common to 
even “orthodox” thinkers who wrestle 
with “double predestination” as well as to 
what the committee has said on the same 
issue. The Holy Spirit’s work is sadly 
overlooked, although the Bible refers to 
him no less than 354 times and always 
describes him as being in the most inti- 
mate relationship with the Father and the 
Son. The churches of the Reformation 
were determined to restore and maintain 
faith in the Triune God. But today St. 
Paul still would probably get from many 
Christians the same answer he received 
from some “believers” at Ephesus: “We 
have never even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 19:2). Yet the truth 
is that in the Acts all the achievements of 
the Early Church are attributed to “the 
power of the Spirit.” And it is the Holy 
Spirit that is building up the church of 
all ages in the fellowship of believers 
who are given by the Father’s good 
pleasure to the Son. 

It seems to me that not only New 
Testament Christianity but the entire 
problem of “double predestination” be- 
comes not only incomprehensible but 
completely impossible apart from the 
Holy Spirit’s promised work to convince 
and to convict. ... 

In the light of the doctrine of the Holy 
Spirit, however, reprobation is conse- 


quent. This is obvious especially if we 
bear in mind the terrible significance of 
the sin against the Holy Spirit. In the 
Bible (in the synoptic gospels and in the 
epistles) it is clearly stated that every 
one of our sins can be forgiven except 
the sin against the Holy Spirit. ... Son 

But what is the sin against the Holy 
Spirit? It is the sin of rejecting the 
Spirit who alone is able to apply the 
merits of Christ to our hearts. It is ap 
obdurate refusal to surrender oneself jn 
faith to the divine evidence, the internal 
testimony of the Spirit by whose presence 
and power in the believer’s heart the 
very life of God in Jesus Christ has come 
alive. ... 

Salvation is grounded in God’s sover. 
eign choice of man, not in man’s choice 
of God. But in view of man’s response to 
the Holy Spirit’s witness to that absolute 
election in Christ, reprobation is always 
God’s answer to man’s rejection of faith 
in Christ as Savior and Lord. It is con- 
sequent to man’s persistent and perni- 
cious defiance that will inevitably lead to 
damnation. 

Such a view of predestination is Bibli- 
cal. Both of its aspects assert positive 
(and not negatively exclusive and “logi- 
cally” deduced) statements that reflect 
both the eternal love and ultimate justice 
of the Triune God to his glory. No arbi- 
trary dooming is attributed to God’s deal- 
ing with man. On the contrary, man has 
freedom to resist to his own peril even 
though he is but clay in the potter's 
moulding hands. 

WILiraM D. Bovis. 
Austin, Texas. 


Moderator’s Appointments 
Nominating Committee 


The Presbyterian, U. S., moderator, 
Wallace M. Alston, has named three 
members to the permanent nominating 
committee as follows: 

1964—Paul Tudor Jones, Memphis, 
Tenn.; John D. Moseley, Sherman, Tex- 
as; Helen T. Vass, Clinton, S. C. 

Dr. Alston also named an additional 
member to the ad interim committee on 
adult work: Dr. J. Farra Van Meter, 
Lexington, Ky. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


CENTER College (Ky.) has received a 
$50,000 grant from the George F. Baker 
trust of New York for the purpose of 
establishing the George F. Baker Schol- 
arship Program on that campus. This 
will provide five or six scholarships dur- 
ing each of the next three years with 
the awards going “to young men show- 
ing high promise of leadership in busi- 
ness and human affairs, irrespective of 
present financial ability.” 

ees 

The Northminster Fellowship in St. 
Paul, Minn., focused attention recently 
on the proposed Eugene C. Blake plan 
for the merger of Protestant churches. 
Leading the discussion were four min- 
isters from as many denominations, each 
one of which pointed to seemingly “in- 
surmountable” barriers to the plan. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








e THE RECENT Supreme Court refusal 
to review a Vermont decision that it is 
unconstitutional for a school district to 
pay tuition for students to attend private 
religious schools, has been called by Paul 
Blanshard, one of the attorneys in the 
case, “an important victory for separa- 
tion of church and state.”. . . e FEDERAL 
TAX GRANTS to theological seminaries 
(Union, N.Y.) and church-related col- 
leges (like Emory, Ga.) to train teachers 
of religion is being protested in Senate 
hearings as a violation of church-state 
separation. . . . @ THE PENNSYLVANIA 
Council of Churches has called on the 
state legislature to “clean up or kill” 
harness racing with pari-mutuel betting 
in the state “before it is too late.”. .. 
e NATIONAL CoUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
spokesmen and other churchmen are urg- 
ing Congress to enact legislation to pro- 
tect the rights of migrant farm laborers 
and prohibit child labor in the fields. . . . 
e BUDDHISM is expected to be proclaimed 
as the state religion of Burma in August. 

. @ A LEGAL AID FUND for the protec- 
tion of persons involved in Christian wit- 
ness in civil and religious liberty cases 
has been authorized by the United Chris- 
tian Missionary Society of the Disciples 
of Christ... . @ Bishop MicHaeL Hot- 
Lis of South India has said that with the 
end of “political colonialism,” there must 
come the death of “ecclesiastical colonial- 
ism.”. . . . e IN Houston, TExas, a 
committee of clergy and laymen has been 
formed to combat charges that Protestant 
churches have been infiltrated by Com- 
munism. .. . e THE NorTH CAROLINA 
Foundation for Church Related Colleges 
has allocated $403,615 to 25 colleges, for 
a total of $1,500,000 during its eight 
years of existence. Gifts during the year 
came from 274 business and industrial 
concerns in the state... . e THE FULL 
TEXT of the recent criticism by the Wash- 
ington Episcopal Diocese dealing with 
over-long prayers at Presidential inau- 
gural ceremonies has been placed in the 
Congressional Record. . . . @ ADEQUATE 
PREPARATION for marriage through coun- 
seling and sex instruction provided by 
the churches could help remove the shame 
and fear associated with sex, help prevent 
mis-mating and subsequent divorce, and 
develop human relationships based on 
trust, integrity and respect, according to 
a recent NCC conference of specialists 
at Green Lake, Wis. 


UNION ‘EXPLORATION’ IS FAVORED 


Buffalo Assembly Report Is Continued from Last Week 


FRIDAY MORNING 
Hymns and Worship 


Scott F. Brenner, reporting for the 
committee on the Book of Common Wor- 
ship (which has a joint relationship with 
a Presbyterian, U.S., committee) dealt 
with the possibility of an eventual new 
hymnal in terms of “two sentiments find- 
ing expression in the life of the churches: 

“First, there is the expression that the 
material which the people need, in order 
to make possible their participation in 
services of worship, should be somehow 
bound in the same volume as the book 
of hymns which the people find in their 
pews. Second, there is the opinion that 
it is not too early, considering how long 
a time a committee on a book of hymns 
should labor, to erect such a committee 
at this time to begin the process of pre- 
paring a new book of hymns for use in 
the churches at or after the close of the 
present decade. ... 

“The joint committee is fully persuaded 
that the material appropriate for the par- 
ticipation of congregations cannot, as 
a practical matter, be added to future 
printings of existing books of hymns. To 
do so would work an injustice upon those 
churches which have placed such books 
in their pews and who, upon ordering 
additional copies, would find that the 
added copies were different from the 
original copies. ... 

“The joint committee has discovered 
anew the importance of the singing of 
hymns in services for the worship of 
God and has concluded that the work 
of preparing any new books of hymns 
is importantly and properly subordinate 
to any work offering guidance in the 
worship of God... .” 

In view of this, the Assembly adopted 
a resolution providing for work under 
the joint committee (including Presby- 
terian, U. S., if appointed) “to prepare 
a selection of hymns and other musical 
elements of worship to be published in 
and around 1970 and in the same volume 
which will provide the members of the 
congregation with the other means of 
participating in the worship of God.” 

In the discussion it was asked, “Why 
another hymnal?” Dr. Brenner said the 
committee had come to an ‘‘overwhelming 
realization of widespread need of wor- 
ship materials in the same book with 
hymns.” The present Hymnbook, he 
said, has its merits and its limitations. 
It has not won universal approval. It is 
possible that ten years from now an 
improvement can be made. 

The question of involving Presbyte- 


rians, U. S., was raised, in view of pos- 
sible union discussions with other groups. 
Dr. Blake said that past experiences in- 
dicate the advisability of “going along 
without assuming that any union is go- 
ing to take place and then if it does, you 
adjust fast.” He said he hopes for 
cooperation in any possible enterprise 
with the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
wherever it is considered advisable. If 
you hold up on the basis of possible 
union, you hold up a lot of things. 


General Council 


Dr. Turner presented the first portion 
of the General Council’s report. Answer- 
ing a previous reference about the use 
of clergy reductions in travel, the As- 
sembly adopted a reply calling the prac- 
tice “as proper ... as, for example, for 
churches to receive tax exemption on 
property and income. . The proper 
stewardship of our church’s funds re- 
quires us to accept such long established 
reductions of costs so long as they are 
generally available to other churches and 
unless and until they are generally modi- 
fied by a change in public practice or 
opinion.” 

A General Council study of the Na- 
tional Presbyterian Church (and Center) 
of Washington, D. C., was presented by 
Theophilus M. Taylor. This study fol- 
lows widespread comments as to the ad- 
visability of adopting a plan announced 
earlier and appears to distinguish be- 
tween the congregation of the National 
Church and a Center to serve the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

The desirability of drawing together 
some who question the Washington plan 
as “His Majesty’s loyal opposition,” was 
voiced by James M. Fennelly, Youngs- 
town, N. Y., with the announced purpose 
of seeking to defeat the plan originally 
projected. Plans were made for oppo- 
nents to confer in addition to appearing 
before the standing committee on Bills 
and Overtures. 


Enlarged provisions were made by the 
Assembly upon recommendation of the 
General Council for the education of chil- 
dren of ministers on limited salaries. The 
first plan, which has not materialized, 
limited participants to those with total 
family income under $5,000 a year. It 
was found that this was too low, when 
several family members may work. The 








plan will now provide a $5,000 maxi- 
mum for a minister’s salary (not count- 
ing manse allowances). It is estimated 
that of 559 eligible children, 280 will 
claim this help, probably averaging $500, 
for a total annual expenditure, including 
administration, of $154,000, when the 
original plan had been in terms of a pos- 
sible $293,000 a year. 


““Most Important Item” 

Also for the General Council, William 
Thompson, Wichita, Kan., lawyer, pre- 
sented what Dr. Turner spoke of as 
possibly “the most important item before 
the Assembly’—a capital needs program 
which, over a period of years, might 
point to as much as $106,000,000 for the 
benefit of the total Assembly program. 
The crucial question, he said, is “Does 
this General Assembly accept the present 
program of the church and is it prepared 
to provide the facilities necessary for this 





McCrackin Suspended on 
Law Observance Issue 


CINCINNATI, O. (RNS)—Maurice F. 
McCrackin, pacifist Presbyterian min- 
ister who for some 12 years has refused 
to pay a major portion of his income 
taxes, has been suspended indefinitely by 
the Cincinnati Presbytery from his min- 
istry and from receiving communion in 
the church, 

Mr. McCrackin has been pastor of 
the West Cincinnati-St. Barnabas church, 
a racially integrated mission congregation 
supported jointly by Cincinnati Presby- 
tery and the Protestant Episcopal Diocese 
of Southern Ohio. 

An Episcopal diocese spokesman ex- 
plained that although the mission is a 
cooperative effort in its religious program, 
disciplinary jurisdiction rests with the 
presbytery since Mr. McCrackin is an 
ordained Presbyterian clergyman. He 
said diocesan and presbytery officials 
will meet soon to work out plans for 
continuing the church’s ministry. 

A presbytery spokesman said Mr. Mc- 
Crackin has appealed the suspension to 
the Presbyterian Synod of Ohio, but it 
was reported unofficially that his only 
hope for reinstatement would be a formal 
declaration to the presbytery that he 
would pay his income taxes in the future. 

It was explained that Mr. McCrackin 
was suspended not for his stand on in- 
come taxes but for disobeying the law 
by ignoring a summons from the Internal 
Revenue Service, an offense for which 
he served a six-month prison sentence. 

Many of the minister’s parishioners 
were reported sympathetic with his re- 
fusal to pay most of his income taxes on 
the ground that they were used for mili- 
tary purposes and that war is a sin, but 
a spokesman said no action by the mem- 
bers was contempleted. 

The presbytery has been studying the 
case for nearly a year. 


4 


program?” Mr. Thompson said the fig- 
ure is hard for most people to imagine, 
but last year the church gave $270 mil- 
lion to all causes. 

Inquiries supported from the floor were 
critical of special campaigns as “poor 
stewardship policy” in contrast with a 
regular stewardship program. Mr. 
Thompson said the General Council sup- 
ports the basic stewardship plan but it 
is confronted by a situation in which no 
funds for capital needs appear in the 
budget. A commissioner favored the cam- 
paign, saying that congregations have 
special efforts for their building needs 
rather than depending upon the annual 
budget. Such a movement for the As- 
sembly is long overdue. 

The Assembly adopted the recommen- 
dation calling for a commission of 100, 
with an executive committee of 20, to 
initiate the program, enlisting the coop- 
eration of synods and presbyteries and 
beginning to seek funds from individuals 
and foundations. It was indicated that 
the Assembly was not setting a $106 mil- 
lion figure but using it merely to suggest 
the extent of the need. 


Refugees 

Resettlement work by the church was 
indicated in a report of the location of 
3,418 refugees in the U. S. during the 
past year, with $2,085,982 contributed 
to world emergency and disaster relief 
programs. Miss Margaret Gillespie, di- 
rector of the program, appealed for an 
increased number of assurances from 
congregations. W. Harper McKnight, 
associate general secretary, presented a 
Presbyterian family that came from Cuba 
in February. Josephine Rodriguez and 
her 15- and 17-year-old children were on 
the platform (the father, a newspaper 
man is exiled in Caracas) and Mrs. 
Rodriguez, visibly moved, spoke her 
“Muchas gracias, amigos.” They are in 
the Good Shepherd Faith congregation, 
Bronx, N.Y. 

The Assembly set a $12.25 per diem 
for commissioners’ expenses during the 
week’s meeting. 

Friday evening’s popular meeting fo- 
cused on “The Church and Higher Edu- 
cation,” with President Ben G. Henneke 
of the University of Tulsa as the speaker. 
The Knoxville College Octet sang a 
series of selections then and on several 
other occasions that were enthusiastically 
applauded. 


SATURDAY MORNING 

Bills and Overtures recommendations 
looked favorably on a Riverside (Calif.) 
effort enlarging the standing committee 
on Social Education and Action (to be 
called Church and Society) to double the 
size, with a minister and elder to be 
named from each of the 22 electing sec- 
tions. The committee and Assembly de- 
clined to look favorably on an effort to 
have SE&A matters approved by a two- 
thirds vote, with such “special treatment” 


not justified for one committee. Chair. 
man McKirachan said Assembly pro. 
nouncements speak to the church, not for 
it. 

A related effort dealt with National 
Council of Churches issues, with Bis. 
marck-Minot (N.D.) Presbytery urging 
that a statement dissociating the UPUSA 
church from all NCC reports and rec. 
ommendations. The chairman pointed 
out that such reports are not designed 
to represent rank-and-file attitudes or 
that of the denomination. Some commis. 
sioners said it is important for the nation 
to know that the church is striving with 
many of these difficult problems. Dr. 
Blake, as a representative to the NCC, 
said the major difficulty is that too many 
people take their information about the 
NCC from sources outside the church, 
Representative government is very inter- 
esting. When this Assembly makes pro- 
nouncements it is the opinion of the 
church so far as we can state it. This 
does not mean that everybody agrees, 
There is no reason to expect to agree 
with everything the NCC says on any 
issue. The real problem is not the press 
which reports issues as best it can, but 
with the outside attackers. 

With regard to a policy of dissociating 
the church from its statements, Dr. Blake 
said it would be better to withdraw from 
membership than to weaken support of 
the NCC. 

W. H. Wellman of Philadelphia said 
it would involve an intolerable burden 
to attempt to police statements that orig- 
inate all over the country as well as seek- 
ing to determine what is social and what 
is not. 

The overture was denied and the com- 
mittee recommendation was approved by 
voice vote. 

The president-elect of Maryville Col- 
lege, Joseph J. Copeland, Knoxville, 
Tenn., spoke in connection with the Ra- 
dio & Television report, stressing de- 
manding opportunities offered through 
these media. 

An inquiry to the chairman, John K. 
Mitchell, Dearborn, Mich., on a possible 
nationwide Presbyterian television pro- 
gram brought his comment that the num- 
ber of Protestant groups vying for 
network time is almost innumerable. A 
denominational program would stimulate 
others to similar efforts resulting in con- 
fusion and unnecessary competition. 
Some 90% of present production comes 
through cooperative bodies, chiefly At 
lanta’s Protestant Radio & TV _ Center 
and the NCC. 

Budget Is Voted 

Herman L. Turner, for the General 
Council, had the moderator to leave the 
chair to present the annual General Mis- 
sion budget, as he has done for several 
years. This totals $39,457,034 for 1962, 
including a $1,500,000 Advance Program 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Bearing of American Church Unity on the 
Mission of the Church in Asia and Africa 


“Complete my joy by being of the same 
mind, having the same love, being in full 


accord, and of one mind.’’—Philippians 
9-9 


S YOU VERY WELL KNOW, on 

last December 4 I preached a ser- 
mon in the pulpit of the Grace Cathedral 
in San Francisco, in which I proposed 
that the Protestant Episcopal Church join 
with the United Presbyterian Church in 
the United States of America in an invi- 
tation to the Methodist Church and the 
United Church of Christ to form a united 
church, truly catholic and truly Re- 
formed. I made the proposal, not as an 
official of my denomination, but person- 
ally as a preacher obligated to preach 
under the Word. Since the General As- 
sembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America 
is in session in this city at this time, it 
would be highly improper for me to urge 
the adoption of my proposal from this 
pulpit. 

On the other hand, not to speak on 
the subject of the unity of Christ’s church 
would doubtless be awkward and perhaps 
a disappointment to some of you in this 
congregation. 

I would therefore emphasize that my 
topic is “The Bearing of American 
Church Unity (not union) on the Mis- 
sion of the church in Asia and Africa.” 

Ecumenical sophisticates know well 
the difference between unity and union. 
Unity is the broader, deeper and more 
fundamental concept. Any plan of church 
union must be judged at last on whether 
it will contribute to the unity of the 
church as Christ wills it. I am content 
with that. I am not here then as a pro- 
ponent of my own proposal even though 
the interest that it aroused and the ap- 
proval of it that has been so widespread 
tempts me to urge upon you your active 
support. 

Two Reminders 


But I would remind you of two as- 
pects of the concept of the unity of the 
church that must continue to bear in 
upon us, no matter how much church 
union God may enable us to achieve. The 
unity that Christ prayed for in the high 
priestly prayer of John 17 is a spiritual 
unity, compared to the unity of the 
Father and the Son, which no company 
of his disciples will want to claim to 





DR. BLAKE, stated clerk of the United Pres- 
byterian, USA, General Assembly, preached 
this sermon in Trinity Episcopal Church, 
Buffalo, N. Y., on the day before the As- 
sembly took favorable action on his pro- 
posed effort to seek to enter into conversa- 
tions looking toward a greater degree of 
unity in America. 
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By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE 


have achieved despite true effort and 
progress towards it. Furthermore, I would 
remind you that so far as any of us can 
look ahead there will be a requirement 
upon us to cooperate in councils of 
churches with other disciples of Jesus 
Christ—a requirement of our Lord that 
bears upon us here today as it will to- 
morrow and on all the tomorrows as far 
as we can count them. 


There is one other word preliminary 
to my subject that I take for granted, but 
of which we must remind ourselves. The 
unity of the church of Jesus Christ is 
always related to the mission of the 
church. In the high priestly prayer the 
unity for which Christ prays is “that 
the world may believe that thou hast sent 
me.”’ In such a company as this I know 
I am saying nothing new to you when 
I say it. And yet such is the sociological 
effect upon all of our divisions that we 
tend to lay our missionary plans, project 
our programs, approve our budgets as if 
the divided state of American churches 
had no bearing upon the accomplishment 
or failure of our mission. Let us not 
overemphasize this point. Men have been 
won to Christ; men are being won to 
Christ by devoted Christians of a great 
variety of churches and Christian tradi- 
tions. And we, above all things, must 
remember that the evangelization of the 
world continues to be dependent upon 
devoted individual Christians whose lives 
have been so transformed by Jesus Christ 
that they devote themselves to the sharing 
of their joy and obedience with others 
of God’s children. The true history of 
missions and the true history of evange- 
lism is the story of men and women whose 
faith was strong and winsome. The 
evangelization of the world cannot be 
organized by mission boards, by councils 
of churches, or by any united church. 
Christ works through devoted disciples in 
all ages and in all places. 


Division Hinders Mission 


I need not argue this point. But it 
must be remembered if you are not to 
distort the rest of what I have to say 
today. True as it is that mission is de- 
pendent upon personal devotion, never- 
theless it is also true that mission is hin- 
dered and blocked by church division, 
by competition, by the seeking of organ- 
izational advantage, by the impressing 
of extraneous cultural patterns upon the 
gospel, and by a great variety of sins and 
failures that can be traced to denomina- 
tional and provincial sins and shortcom- 
ings. 


With all this as background, let me 


state clearly the thesis which I would 
support today. It is this: American 
churches must find some way to make 
manifest, to make evident, to Africans 
and Asians their transcendant unity in 
Jesus Christ if they wish to see at the 
end of the 20th century the fruitage in 
Asia and Africa of the missionary effort 
begun in the 19th century. For it is my 
prediction that unless unity in Christ is 
manifest, the kind of disaster that over- 
whelmed our work of a century on the 
mainland of China will come in one 
country after another in Asia and Africa. 
By this I do not mean to imply that 
there remains no Christian church in 
China. But I hardly need remind you 
that there is no American Christian mis- 
sionary work on the mainland of China 
today. I do not predict that all of these 
countries will follow the political pattern 
of Communist China. God forbid! But 
I do predict that there are under way in 
all the countries of Asia and Africa a 
variety of social, economic and political 
changes that will gradually or quickly 
make impossible mission “business as 
usual” by divided churches of the United 
States. 


Let me then support my thesis by cit- 
ing facts of our situation that did not 
exist or did not exist so formidably half 
a century ago. 


Negated Successes 


1. The first part of our present prob- 
lem is caused by our success and not by 
our failure. The success to which I re- 
fer is the establishment in all the major 
countries of Africa and Asia of Chris- 
tian churches—companies of disciples of 
Jesus Christ in fellowship and related to 
each other in some kind of ecclesiastical 
organization. When the first missionaries 
from America and Europe reached those 
countries, there were in general neither 
Christians nor churches there. The whole 
success of the missionary effort was hu- 
manly dependent upon the skill and de- 
votion of men and women who witnessed 
to the gospel. But even fifty years ago 
such a missionary as Episcopal Bishop 
Brent saw that the ecclesiastical divisions 
exported by the U.S.A. to the Philippines 
were having a negative effect upon the 
success of the evangelistic efforts. I need 
not remind you of the variety of eccle- 
siastical patterns that exist today in the 
various countries in which your church 
works. The difficult questions that 
Christians must face as to your policy 
on church union and on council cooper- 
ation are something that our predecessors 
of fifty years hardly needed to think 
about. How wisely American and Euro- 
pean Christians will respond to the po- 
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litical and ecclesiastical facts of Asia 
and Africa can be, under God, decisive 
in the future of Christianity on these 
continents. 


American Responsibility 

2. A second new fact in the missionary 
picture is that today the center of mis- 
sionary and ecclesiastical power has 
moved westward in the 20th century from 
Europe to the United States. I need not 
remind you that this is a movement not 
welcomed with enthusiasm by our British 
and Continental brethren in Europe. 
They do not believe that we are ready 
theologically for such power, and I am 
inclined to agree with them. They are 
horrified when they contemplate a re- 
production of divided American Chris- 
tianity all over Asia and Africa and, 
again, I too am horrified by contemplat- 
ing that picture. By this I do not mean 
to imply that you and I should be happy 
if German, or Swedish, or French, or 
British Christianity were to be the pat- 
tern in Asia and Africa. All I am say- 
ing is that as an American I share the 
concern of sincere European Christians 
who wonder whether American church 
leadership may be as dangerous for 
world Christianity as they clearly fear 
the result of American political leader- 
ship. Again, let me make it clear that 
I have more ecclesiastical and political 
confidence in, and loyalty to America 
than have our critics. 

But the fact to which I call your at- 
tention is that the dollar and organiza- 
tional power are in this nation and that 
you and I have a grave responsibility 
for missionary statesmanship that did 
not equally bear upon our grandparents. 


A Shift in Attitudes 

3. The third new fact, as obvious as 
the others to which I call your attention, 
is closely related to the new political bal- 
ance of power to which I have just re- 
ferred. The attitude of Asians and Afri- 
cans towards Americans is very much 
less favorable than it was forty or fifty 
years ago. They do not trust us as they 
did; they believe our missionary interest 
is more closely connected with America’s 
political and economic interests than they 
did. They see us as an imperialistic 
power, if not a colonial power—not nec- 
essarily in Khrushchev’s terms—but his 
lying propaganda obviously is more ef- 
fective than any American could like. 

In 1928 I spent some time in the Pun- 
jab, then in India, now in Pakistan. As 
an American then I was far more wel- 
come and trusted than was any British 
missionary. The reasons were political. 
The British Raj was law and order in 
the whole sub-continent of India and the 
Indian people were crying for justice as 
against the established order. The Amrit- 
sar riots had just then taken place and 
repression and fear were heavy in the 
atmosphere. Today I am sure that there 
has been a shift in feeling both in India 
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and Pakistan away from us and even 
towards the British who then were feared 
and hated. The reason for this is that 
in a revolutionary time, the nations that 
are responsible for such order as there is 
are blamed for all injustice. We Amer- 
icans feel that this shift of feeling to- 
wards us is unjust, and it is. We are 
essentially the same people that we were 
a generation ago. However unjust it may 
be for Asians and Africans to feel to- 
wards us as they do, you and I dare not 
ignore the fact and its implications for 
the future of American missions. 


Ecumenical Movement 

4. The last new fact to which I must 
call your attention is the growth and de- 
velopment of the ecumenical movement 
in this half-century. William Temple 
called it the great new fact of our time. 
It would distort the proportions of this 
sermon if I tried to give here a full as- 
sessment of the ecumenical movement. 
However, it may be of some value if I 
take a few minutes to comment upon it 
especially as it bears upon our American 
missionary task. 

The first thing to note is that the ecu- 
menical movement has undermined the 
Biblical and theological grounds for the 
denominational divisions upon which our 
fathers rested their case. I do not imply 
that there are no real divisions amongst 
us. But it is clear that the most serious 
differences amongst us do not follow the 
denominational discussions. This is true 
even of that most difficult of all the 
differences: namely that between Catholic 
and Evangelical to which I addressed 
myself in my proposal toward the re- 
union of Christ’s church. The full spread 
of difference here is embraced within the 
Anglican communion as anybody who 
has known CMS and SPG* missionaries 
in India can testify. The fact is that the 
denominational differences among the 
communions in the United States are 
becoming less and less justifiable as the 
crossing back and forth of all our church 
members clearly reveals. Because of the 
cross-fertilization of Biblical studies by 
all our scholars, the separation of our 
churches are more and more becoming 
hindering vestiges of ancient history, the 
more remembered the more irrational it 
becomes. 


From Eastern Churches 


The next aspect of the ecumenical 
movement that I must mention is the new 
relationship with the ancient Eastern 
churches which in terms of Christian his- 
tory has just begun. 

The more I have become acquainted 
with the representatives of these ancient 
Eastern churches, the more I am sure 
that our American churches need a con- 
tribution that they alone can give to us; 





*Church Missionary Society (Low 
Church) and Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel (High Church)—Ebrirors. 


surely as large as any contribution which 
we may be able to give to them. And 
actually it was out of my contemplation 
of the great gulf between East and West, 
between Catholic and Reformation of the 
world-scene that was a principle motiva- 
tion of the proposal of union that I have 
made. 

It is expected that the Presbyterian 
General Assembly will take some action 
on my proposal at tomorrow’s sessions, 
I am most concerned that as it is serious- 
ly debated amongst Presbyterians and 
between Presbyterians and Episcopalians 
and the other churches who may become 
involved, that it shall be done in the 
spirit of obedience to Jesus Christ and 
of my test from the Apostle Paul, which 
I repeat once more as I close: 


“Complete my joy by being of the 
same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord, and of one mind.” 


EPISCOPAL DIOCESE REJECTS 
BISHOP PIKE’S UNITY MOVE 

GarRDEN City, L.I. (RNS)—Delegates 
to the 94th annual convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Long 
Island rejected a proposal endorsed by 
Bishop James A. Pike of California for 
merger of the Episcopal Church with 
three other Protestant denominations in 
one Reformed and Catholic Church. 

The 600 clerical and lay delegates ex- 
pressed fear that such a merger would 
endanger basic elements of faith and 
creed in their church. Last December 
Bishop Pike strongly backed a proposal 
by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief ex- 
executive officer of the United Presbyte- 
rian Church in the U.S.A. for a union 
of the Methodist Church, United Presby- 
terian Church, the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and the United Church of Christ. 

Several other topics were disposed of 
by tabling them, chiefly on the ground 
they had been handled by other agencies. 

Tabled was a resolution calling on the 
church’s House of Bishops to remove 
Bishop Pike for his statements question- 
ing the Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ, the 
doctrine of the Holy Trinity and the 
necessity of salvation through Jesus 
Christ alone. 

Another resolution attacking the Na- 
tional Council of Churches for some of 
its attitudes and stands also was tabled. 
It had called for the church to withdraw 
from the council if that body failed “to 
refrain and desist from engaging in areas 
contrary to (its) constitution.” 

That resolution charged that the Na- 
tional Council “has created discord, con- 
fusion and divisiveness, causing serious 
concern in widely dispersed sections of 
the United States over its social, political, 
economic and theological activities, pro- 
nouncements and stands.” 

An initial step towards the admission 
of women to voting right in Long Island 
diocesan matters was the adoption of a 
resolution approving women’s right to 
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yote when a mission or chapel is to be 
incorporated. 

Bishop De Wolfe made a wry com- 
ment on this: “You all know I do not 
approve of women on vestries. Since 
women do most of the work in the 
churches, the men have to retain status 
some way.” 

The Long Island diocese is predom- 
inantly composed of Anglo-Catholic par- 
ishes. 


Buffalo Assembly Report 


(Continued from page 5) 


for designated objectives. 

Robert K. Hill, Chicago, reported for 
the council what came to be the Assembly’s 
response to two California overtures seek- 
ing special increases for theological edu- 
cation. The Council on Theological Ed- 
ucation recommended that this cause re- 
main a part of the regular budget-making 
processes of the church, where the total 
program is considered. More provision 
is being made for these needs, with gifts 
for theological education increasing 
78.4% while the total budget increased 
18%. The major need is for churches 
to consider making substantial increases 
to the total budget through the self-allo- 
cation program. 


Following expressions of appreciation 
of the 10-year service of Glenn W. 
Moore as secretary of the General Coun- 
cil, a sliver bowl and candlesticks were 
presented to him and Mrs. Moore. He 
will serve until Nov. 1 or until a suc- 
cessor is secured, following which he is 
to join the staff of the Presbyterian Foun- 
dation. 


National Purpose 


President Henry P. Van Dusen of 
Union Seminary, New York, reported 
for a special committee on national pur- 
pose, asking that the report be received 
and used for churchwide study. The re- 
port points to evidences of national need 
and stresses the need for every American 
to: 

“(1) adopt personal integrity and mo- 
rality as a part of his code of life and 
rise in indignation against public accept- 
ance of immoral and dishonest practices; 

“(2) accept his obligation to do his job, 
whatever that job may be, to the best of 
his ability—thereby engaging in the pur- 
suit of excellence—and urge others to do 
the same; 

“(3) make his private interests subser- 
vient to the public good; 

“(4) express appreciation for his coun- 
try’s accomplishments and impatience 
with her faults; 

“(5) uphold orderly society where men 
can think and act with reason and not 
in response to mob psychology; and 

“(6) think and act with concern and 
compassion for his fellowmen, in America 
and elsewhere.” 


In this connection, Dr. Van Dusen 
called the recent expression of the Dallas 
Assembly, rejecting unspecified charges 
of communism or disloyalty on the part 
of unnamed ministers, the best such state- 
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ment he has seen on this and related 
subjects. 

The report closes by declaring: 

“The church cannot expect of the na- 
tion greater integrity, deeper honesty, 
more sacrifice than it manifests in its 
own life. 

“If the church is to be faithful to its 
Lord, it must witness to his truth as 
involving every aspect of personal char- 
acter, every facet of man’s relationship to 
man, as well as man’s relationship to 
God.” 


J. Howard Pew, Philadelphia, gave 
the report for the Presbyterian Founda- 
tion, looking forward to an eventual re- 
ceipt of $10 million per year from gifts 
and bequests. 

Most of the commissioners were trans- 
ported to Niagara Falls for the after- 
noon, visiting both the Canadian and 
American sides. 

Dinners for theological 
groups featured the evening. 


SUNDAY 


Churches for many miles around Buf- 
falo had visiting Presbyterian preachers 
Sunday morning. The moderator, Mr. 
McKelvey, spoke at Westminster church. 
Dr. Blake, the stated clerk, preached on 
a topic related to church unity at Trinity 
Episcopal Church. 

In the afternoon came the annual fel- 
lowship meetings for major program 
agencies, followed by buffet suppers in 
nearby churches. 

A major service of ecumenical wor- 
ship, with people coming from a wide 
area, featured the evening, with massed 
choirs, accompanied by organ, bells and 
brass instruments, singing a new anthem 
commissioned by the UPUSA church and 
composed by Thomas Canning of the 
Eastman School of Music. 

Robert J. McCracken of Riverside 
church, New York, was the preacher of 
the evening, dealing with the issue of 
Christian unity, calling present divisions 
“The Open Sore of Christendom.” He 
queried: “By comparison with the major 
issues at stake—the Christian interpreta- 
tion of life versus a mechanistic and 
naturalistic interpretation, versus an ide- 
ology as atheistic as Communism—how 
significant are our ecclesiastical differ- 
ences ?” 


seminary 


MONDAY MORNING 

More than 1,200 commissioners and 
others heard former United Nations As- 
sembly president Charles Malik at an 
early breakfast summon the church to 
the offensive, with the recognition that 
“the gospel is the only instrument the 
church has with which to confront the 
world.” 

Major attention of the day—and of 
the entire week—was directed to the ac- 
tion on what has been called the Blake 
plan for a larger American church union. 
J. Charles McKirachan, for Bills and 
Overtures, called for favorable action on 
the proposal. It is understood that with- 


in the committee a close vote rejected a 
Chicago effort to attach a condition that 
would have first required churches en- 
gaging in the conversations “to recognize 
the others as true churches of Christ 
possessing a valid ministry.” 

This emphasis returned early in the 
debate when Clare E. Tallman of Chi- 
cago Presbytery offered an amendmert 
providing that early in such explorations 
the question of mutual recognition be 
faced. In the debate this became the 
rallying point for opposition, but even 
this was not finally supported when the 
vote was taken. 


“Truly Evangelical” 


The committee—and eventually the 
Assembly—took affirmative action on 
recommendations of the permanent Com- 
mittee on Church Union: 

“Being convinced that in obedience to 
the Lord Jesus Christ the unity of his 
church should be made more fully mani- 
fest that it may be renewed by the Holy 
Spirit for its mission to our nation and 
to the world that the world may believe, 
invites the Protestant Episcopal Church 

- . to join with us in an invitation to 
the Methodist Church and the United 
Church of Christ to explore the establish- 
ment of a united church truly catholic, 
truly Reformed, and truly Evangelical 
{the last three words were added by the 
standing committee and the Assembly; 
the committee and Assembly also substi- 
tuted “explore” where “negotiate” had 
appeared in the earlier recommendation 
of the church union committee] ... 

“Each church will review the progress 
of the work at each meeting of its plenary 
body and ... when a plan of union is 
agreed upon by the joint negotiating com- 
mittee, each church will then decide 
whether to adopt it... .” 

Specific provision is made for invita- 
tions to Presbyterians, U. S., and Cum- 
berland Presbyterians, “recalling that 
our churches were at one time one church 
and expressing our continuing desire and 
readiness to respond at any time to in- 
vitations from either or both of them to 
discuss ways toward the reunion of the 
Presbyterian Churches of this nation.” 

These two and other churches in the 
North American Area of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance are also to be in- 
vited to join in the discussions of the 
larger union being proposed, sending 
either negotiating committees of observ- 
ers and consultants. A like invitation 
will go to churches belonging to the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 


The Word “Explore” 


Dr. McKirachan stressed the word, 
“explore,” declaring, “The committee be- 
lieves that God has plans for our great 
church far beyond our understanding. 
. .. We in the UPUSA church believe in 
miracles—beyond our comprehension and 
understanding.” 

When possible rejection of the invita- 
tion by Episcopalians was suggested and 
the need to extend a broader invitation, 
Dr. Blake said Episcopalians are meeting 
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in general convention this year, the 
United Church of Christ is consummat- 
ing its union this summer, and the Meth- 
odist General Conference does not meet 
until 1963. “There is some ‘value in 
moving step by step rather than issuing 
a broadcast invitation. . .. There is rea- 
son to hope that the churches mentioned 
here would respond in the affirmative. If 
they should decline, we would be delayed 
only one year. This would not be a dis- 
aster.” 

Would this direct invitation embarrass 
the Episcopal Church? Dr. Blake re- 
ported that every three years since 1946 
when Presbyterian-Episcopalian conver- 
sations were terminated, communications 
have been received suggesting the re- 
sumption of either formal or informal 
conversations. We are responding to a 
continuing open attitude. 

Dr. Tallman said supporters of the 
Chicago overture are equally concerned 
for church union but the question of mu- 
tual recognition is fundamental. Earlier 
conversations have stopped at that point 
and it is clear that Episcopalians have 
little interest in any union except on their 
previously-announced basis. Even Bishop 
Pike says he could not consider union 
except in terms of the historic episcopate. 
If we move ahead now, said Dr. Tall- 
man, it will imply our acceptance of this 
point. 
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Chester L. Tolson, Rancho Santa Fe, 
Calif., said the proposed resolution from 
the committee has the needed checks and 
balances. Contrary to some claims, the 
Lambeth Conference [Episcopal bishops 
of the world] has no jurisdiction over 
various Episcopal bodies; it is only for 
counsel or advice. “We are concerned not 
for Calvin or Cranmer but Jesus Christ; 
not Westminster or Canterbury, but Je- 
rusalem. Do we believe that the 
division in the church is the result of 
the Holy Spirit or of the sin of man?” 


Stimson Position 

Edward W. Stimson, Omaha, Neb., 
supported the Tallman amendment on 
the ground that the issue of the historic 
episcopate is crucial and in view of “the 
difference between the kind of democratic 
government in this church and that in a 
hierarchical church.” He said Episcopal 
leaders feel “morally bound to listen to 
Lambeth.” He pointed to recent South- 
ern Presbyterian Assembly action em- 
phasizing basic constitutional difficulties 
in such union discussions — between 
churches of different orders. He said, 
“They believe, as we have believed, that 
bishops are in an order of monarchs.” 
He warned lest the Assembly “start down 
the road to episcopacy.” 

Harold L. Myers, Moorestown, N. J., 
opposed the amendment, saying that this 
issue should be a part of the total ex- 
ploration. 

Norman Herbert, Mt. Prospect, IIl., 
was for the amendment: “Unless we can 
have union with unity we have nothing 
at all. It would be better to put in the 
pre-condition now for it would contribute 
to a real unity.” 

John G. Harrison, East Lansing, 
Mich., describing himself as originally 
from the Southern Church and a gradu- 
ate of Austin Seminary, supported the 
committee. As to intrenched and con- 
tinuing power suggested by the life-time 
appointment of bishops, he said the Pres- 
byterian Church has life-time pastorates. 
A far greater union problem than de- 
nominationalism in America is that posed 
in relation to Eastern Orthodoxy—which 
for 2,000 years has been without the 
benefit of Calvinistic theology! 

In the concluding word, Dr. Mc- 
Kirachan said the episcopacy “is only 
one of several important matters which 
the committee has rejected” as a basis 
for the conversations. The only condi- 
tion is the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
We are willing to lay all upon the altar 
of God. We share the concern of the 
Chicago overture, but this issue is to 
come back to the Assembly year after 
year and we are completely safe. 

The proposed limiting amendment was 
defeated by a standing vote, with per- 
haps one-fifth of the Assembly support- 
ing it, as brief discussion then was di- 
rected to the committee proposal. 

Robert C. Angus, Bloomsburg, Pa., 


said it is time for Presbyterian pride tg 
be crucified on the cross of Christ. If 
this be uf men, it will fail, but if it be 
of God, we cannot withstand it. 

At this point Dr. Stimson arose to 
make clear his support of initiating the 
conversations, saying this is to be not 
simply negotiations with Episcopalians 
but with representatives of other churches, 

Dr. Blake expressed his happiness at 
being able “to agree with Dr. Stimson” 
on this point. He said he had looked 
forward to the time when names [like 
the Blake Plan] could be omitted from 
any plan of union: “I am not committed 
to any plan of union. . . . We are not 
talking about a bi-lateral discussion but 
about a union as broad as God may give 
us to achieve.” 


Summoned by the moderator, F. W. 
Cropp, San Marino, Calif., led in prayer, 
closing with the Lord’s Prayer. 

As the vote was taken it seemed that 
less than a half-dozen voices were heard 
in opposition. 


Committee Named 


In its action the Assembly named a 
nine-member Negotiating Committee: 


President James I. McCord of Prince 
ton Seminary, chairman. 

Dr. Blake, secretary. 

Professor Floyd V. Filson, McCormick 
Seminary. 

Raymond V. Kearns, Jr., 
Ohio, pastor. 

Kenneth G. Neigh, National Missions 
executive, New York. 

Donald A. Spencer, 
pastor. 

Three elders: Janet (Mrs. E. Harris) 
Harbison, Princeton, N. J. 

John R. Little, provost, San Francisco 
Theological Seminary. 

James M. Tunnell, Wilmington, Del. 
formerly of the Delaware Supreme Court. 


Columbus, 


Pittsburgh, Pa, 


In the appointment, special attention 
was directed toward the chairman, with 
this background material: 


Dr. McCord was born in Rusk, Texas, 
in November, 1919. He has often re 
marked, with gratitude, that John Cal- 
vin’s Institutes and the Westminster 
Standards were not only part of the fam- 
ily library, but were frequently discussed 
by his parents, who were active Presby: 
terians. 


After being graduated from Austin Col- 
lege in 1938 he attended Union Seminary 
in Richmond and Austin (Presbyterian) 
Theological Seminary. He was_ twice 
awarded a fellowship in philosophy while 
he was a graduate student at the Univer- 
sity of Texas, where he taught philosophy 
for two years. He went to Harvard as 
a fellow in philosophy, and also attended 
New College, in Edinburgh, Scotland. 

In Austin, he taught and shared the 
direction [as dean] of the seminary for 
17 years before becoming president of 
Princeton Seminary in 1959. During the 
years in Texas he was becoming a noted 
figure for his preaching, his devotion to 
the Presbyterian cause, and his energy. 
For example, during the Texas City dis 
aster he led a group of volunteers into 
the stricken city, and residents recall 
that “that big Presbyterian preacher 
stayed on his feet for more than 48 
hours.” 
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In a press conference immediately fol- 
lowing, Dr. Blake was asked about the 
significance of the phrase, “‘Evangelical,” 
along with “catholic” and “Reformed” 
as descriptive of the merged church. 
Evangelical, he said, “means the gospel 
of Jesus Christ—and we all want to be 
truly evangelical.” 


On Southern Church 


Queried as to the reasons given at the 
Dallas Assembly for the failure of South- 
ern Presbyterians to join in the conver- 
sations as overtures had requested, Dr. 
Blake said: 

“I would liké to say this about the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. You will 
notice the warm invitation for them to 
talk with us about union at any time. 
This is as sincere as any other part of 
the resolutions, I am quite certain. They 
take the position that they cannot talk 
except on the basis of their position on 
the Westminster Confession and cate- 
chisms. I submit that they are being un- 
fair to themselves, because those stand- 
ards are always understood by that 
church, as clearly as by ours, as being 
subordinate to the Scriptures. They are 
the subordinate standards, and I believe 
that they have made a serious mistake 
in giving that as the reason. They may 
have very good reasons, but I would chal- 
lenge on their own grounds the declara- 
tion that they cannot do it except on the 
basis of the Reformed faith, because their 
own grounds make it perfectly clear that 
whenever they come to the conviction 
that God, speaking through the Scrip- 
tures, requires them to change the stand- 
ards, they are under obligation so to do. 
And it is that kind of a conviction that 
I believe has moved us to this action.” 

Howard L. Hamilton was recognized 
for his 12 years of service as executive 
of the Department of Ministerial Rela- 
tions. The chairman, G. Wallace Rob- 
ertson, presented Marshall J. Fancher, 
associate secretary, who gave the results 
of a recent study indicating that “in 
general, the Presbyterian system of the 
call is working well. Inequalities 
exist, and there is no guarantee of se- 
curity. There are heartbreaks and dis- 
illusionments, but no widespread sickness 
of the system is apparent.” 

The Christian Education report fea- 
tured a presentation by W. Sherman Skin- 
ner of St. Louis for the committee mak- 
ing the major study on The Church and 
Higher Education. Dr. Harlan Adams, 
Chico, Calif., standing committee chair- 
man, called for adoption of the 31-page 
higher education report as “a statement 
of the official position of the church.” 
The Board of Christian Education was 
directed “to conduct a reappraisal” of 
the church-related colleges on the basis 
of the statement and report to the Assem- 
bly within three years or sooner. 

Major changes in this category affected 
the Social Education and Action pro- 
gram, changing it to the Office of Church 
and Society. Functions of the office were 
outlined as follows: 

1. To carry on a certain amount of 
Social analysis and research in order to 
understand the constantly changing na- 
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ture of our contemporary society, the 
forces affecting persons and families, the 
tension between church and society. 

2. To experiment with methods of re- 
lating the church to the structures of so- 
ciety in order to affect them, to learn 
from them and to change them. 


3. To counsel with the agencies of our 
own church which are involved with the 
secular order in order to learn from them, 
to share knowledge and experience with 
them, to cooperate with them in programs 
and projects that fall within the assigned 
concerns of the Office of Church and So- 
ciety. 


4. To counsel regularly with judicatory 


committees dealing with the concerns of 
church and society. 

5. To share with the church informa- 
tion and insights about social issues, in 
the recommendations concerning the 
church’s role in influencing the secular 
order. 


6. To maintain useful relationships 
with cognate units in other churches, in 
the National Council of Churches, in the 
World Council of Churches and in other 


ecumenical bodies working with and 
through them wherever; this is appro 
priate. 


7. To establish relationships with se- 
lected “secular” agencies in society in 





@ A Buffalo commissioner explains his vote on church union 


WHY | VOTED TO “EXPLORE” 


By EDWARD 


HEN THE FINAL VOTE came 
on the proposal to explore possi- 
bilities of union with the Episcopalians, 
Methodists, members of the United 
Church of Christ, and whatever others, 
at Buffalo, I told the Assembly I would 
vote for it, and did. After my strongly 
stated opposition to the Blake Plan,* 
this has occasioned some wonder, and I 
am glad to offer a public explanation. 
First, I have never been opposed to 
the ecumenical movement or church unity 
per se. The question was, “What kind 
of union?” I was and still am strongly 
opposed to leading features in the Blake 
proposal. But we were not voting on the 
Blake proposal. Our committee on 
Church Union had prepared a tentative 
proposal which called merely for a com- 
mittee to begin negotiations, as suggested 
by Dr. Blake, but without any advance 
commitment to the Episcopal orders of 
clergy, or mutual ceremonies of conse- 
cration mentioned in Dr. Blake’s sermon. 
And the Bills and Overtures Committee, 
in the proposal it brought before our As- 
sembly, had changed the verb from “ne- 
gotiate” to “explore.” Dr. Blake agreed 
from the platform that the proposal be- 
fore us did not commit us to the plan he 
had devised. To have voted against the 
proposal before us would have been say- 
ing one was unwilling to talk amiably 
with Christian brothers of other denom- 
inations with no advance commitments. 
Few sincere Christians could do that. 
Secondly, a vote against exploration 
through the committee named would have 
meant lack of confidence in that com- 
mittee to represent us of the Reformed- 
Presbyterian tradition. To be sure, some 
of us on the floor of the Assembly had 
tried to limit the committee’s procedure 
by an amendment embodying the sub- 
stance of the overture of the Presbytery 





*A correction of the sometimes-called 
“Blake-Pike” proposal was issued by the 
Assembly’s information office at the Buf- 
falo Assembly, pointing out that such a 
term is incorrect, that both Dr. Blake and 
Bishop Pike have stated that the latter 
did not help formulate the plan even 
though he has commended it.—EpiTors. 


W. STIMSON 


of Chicago. This would have required 
the committee first to explore whether the 
Episcopalians were now willing to admit 
the validity of our ministry and sacra- 
ments before exploring farther. The ma- 
jority who voted against the Chicago 
overture amendment on the floor included 
many who favored its purpose, but who 
were willing to trust the committee whose 
names were in the proposal. Some of its 
members were known to have the same 
convictions, and would adequately repre- 
sent our repugnance to anything like 
reordination. After that first vote it was 
better for the whole church to trust the 
committee to represent us all, and to vote 
for the committee to let them know we 
all counted on them to do just that. 

Thirdly, in my statement on the floor 
before the last vote I made it plain, and 
secured from Dr. Blake a spoken agree- 
ment, that there would be no disposition 
to effect a bilateral union with only the 
Episcopal Church. It would have to be 
with some of the others or not at all. Pre- 
viously, certain press dispatches had 
quoted Dr. Blake as favoring merger 
with the Episcopalians, as if he were 
trying for this union first, regardless. So 
this danger, made clear in my April 3 
article in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
and discussed in subsequent correspond- 
ence, was eliminated. 

Fourthly, positive good might be ac- 
complished by the explorations proposed, 
even if they never result in complete gov- 
ernmental unification and uniformity. It 
would be a great gain if only the Epis- 
copalians might be persuaded so far to 
admit the validity of the ministry and 
sacraments of other denominations that 
we might break bread together in Com- 
munion at ecumenical gatherings. Such 
a Christian outcome, in line with the call 
of the executive committee of the World 
Council of Churches last summer, would 
be a great gain in our witness to the 
spiritual unity of Christ’s church, and 
help us to convince the doubting world 
of the reality of Christ. 


DR. STIMSON is minister of the Dundee 
church, Omaha, Neb. 











order to learn from them, to influence 
them and to cooperate with them when 
they work on goals and use methods con- 
sonant with our own. 

8. To represent the church to the struc- 
tures of society—speaking and acting for 
the church—whenever this is appropriate 
and cannot be done more effectively by 
some other agency of the church. 


The previous Counseling Committee 
on SE&A is changed to a 27-member 
Committee on Church and Society “to be 
advisory to all of the boards, agencies 
and judicatories of the church in imple- 
menting the actions of the General As- 
sembly.” The committee will also help 
prepare background materials for the 
Assembly’s standing committee in prep- 
aration of annual policy declarations, 
transmitting this material through the 
Board. The synods and presbyteries, it 
is expected, “should be concerned (1) to 
deal adequately with the church’s cor- 
porate activities and relationships in the 
secular order, and (2) to help the par- 
ticular churches in the judicatory to rec- 
ognize and respond to the ethical and 
social dimensions of the gospei.” Each 
presbytery and synod is requested to pro- 
vide for the following assignment of 
function: 


“1. The General Council of the presby- 
tery (synod) shall assume responsibility 
for policy recommendations having to do 
with the church’s corporate witness in 
society on the judicatory level and for 
coordinating the judicatory’s activities in 
this respect. It may establish a special 
committee on Church and Society of the 


General Council to study and make rec- 
ommendations to the Council concerning 
the church’s corporate activities and re- 
lationships in the secular order. (The 
office of Church and Society of the Board 
of Christian Education will make avail- 
able certain resources for the fulfillment 
of this responsibility.) 


“2. The Committee on Christian Edu- 
cation of the presbytery (synod) shall be 
responsible for stimulating and assisting 
the churches in relation to the ethical 
and social dimensions of their life and 
witness. It may establish a subcommittee 
on Social Education to fulfill this assign- 
ment. (The Division of Lay Education of 
the Board of Christian Education will 
make available certain resources for the 
fulfillment of this responsibility.)” 

The fourteenth report of Presbyterian 
Life showed a contributing rising circu- 
lation and effectiveness. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 


The National Presbyterian Church 
and Center of Washington, D.C., re- 
ceived major attention, with Assembly 
direction to the Council for the National 
Presbyterian Church and Center to com- 
plete the purchase of land at the pro- 
posed location. However, as a result of 
General Council studies and in line with 
inquiries raised on the Assembly floor, 
major changes in the character of this 
enterprise are anticipated. The “cathe- 
dral image” is explicitly rejected. Fur- 
ther, the total Assembly structure, with 
representatives from agencies, will be in- 
volved in a new council (of which former 
President Eisenhower will be honorary 
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UNPLANNED OBSOLESCENCE 


“Planned Obsolescence” occupies a place on the front page of the journals of 
the day. Reputable authorities declare that our cars, homes and gadgets exhibit 
a definite trend to serve only for a very short time by virtue of the plans of their 


But “Unplanned Obsolescence” presents a more serious problem. 
of insurance disturbingly large numbers of people are buying policies which 
will fail to meet the needs of the purchaser at a critical moment. 


The Presbyterian Ministers’ Fund strains every effort to make this situation 
Clergymen need contracts which will protect them now and help 
them hereafter. The dread of finding that an insurance policy is a broken reed 
where it was expected to be a rock of dependence motivates the Fund’s service. 


Remember life insurance means INSURANCE FOR LIFE. 
Ask for further information about Living Insurance when you write to 
PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS’ 
Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
ALEXANDER Mackie, President 
18 Branches Coast to Coast — Texas to Ontario 
An interdenominational fellowship providing all kinds of life insurance 
1717—Two Hundred Forty-four Years—1961 
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chairman). Investment for facilities wil] 
depend upon the definition of objectives 
and program which will be made by the 
Assembly itself. The Assembly directed 
the council to study “(1) the total Gen. 
eral Assembly program in Washington, 
D. C., and (2) the relationship between 
the particular congregation and the total] 
General Assembly program in this city.” 

Supporting the recommendations, J, 
Christy Wilson, Princeton, N. J., said, 
“Presbyterians do not need or have a 
shrine or cathedral. If we need 
one we can go to the Episcopal cathe- 
dral and there, if need be, light a 
candle to the memory of that great 
martyr, Woodrow Wilson. . . . The Mos- 
lems have a mosque in Washington. We 
Presbyterians should have a wonderful, 
living church.” In humorous comments, 
he said the pastor of the National Church 
baptized and received into membership a 
President of the United States. “Don’t 
hold it against Elson that he has not 
done the same for President Kennedy.” 

The permanent judicial commission, 
with accustomed dignity and solemnity, 
reported on several related cases from 
the Third church, Chester, Pa., described 
as a “church long afflicted with internal 
difficulties from a variety of causes.” The 
Synod of Pennsylvania was sustained 
against James L. Rankin, the Presbytery 
of Philadelphia was directed to erase its 
delegation of the full powers (instead of 
specific powers) of presbytery to its com- 
mission. The synod was also sustained 
in a related case involving a complaint 
by Matthew Rankin and others. 


Florencio T. Herrera, deposed from 
the ministry by the Presbytery of Chile, 
had complained to the Synod of New 
York and then to the Assembly’s com- 
mission. The synod and presbytery were 
upheld. 

After 42 years as associate stated 
clerk, Henry Barraclough will retire Oct. 
1. Next fall he will teach church polity 
in the Conwell School of Theology, Phil- 
adelphia. He was made associate stated 
clerk emeritus, the Assembly presented 
a check to him and Mrs. Barraclough. 
He played “Out of the Ivory Palaces” 
on the organ while the Assembly sang the 
hymn which he composed. 


(To be continued next week) 
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FOLDING TABLES 
Summer Sale factory saving to 
Churches, Schools, Clubs, etc. 
MONROE Folding Banquet Tables, 
automatic folding and locking, super strength, easy 
seating. 68 models and sizes. 

WRITE FOR 1961 CATALOG IN COLOR — FREE 
Color pictures on full line—MONROE Folding tables, chairs, table 
and chair trucks. olotform-risers, portable partitions. Our 53rd year. 


ROE CO., 80 Church St., Colfax, lowa 
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“ANIMALS, BUT... .” 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“May your spirit and soul and body 
be kept sound and blameless at the com- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”—1 Thes- 
salonians 5:23. 


HE LEAST grandson, not yet in 
school, was showing off a discovery. 

“You’re a mammal,” he said. 

“You’re another,” I said. 

“T know it,” he said. “Everybody in 
the world is a mammal.” 

“That’s true, but don’t go around call- 
ing people by that name. Some of them 
wouldn’t like it. Besides, it doesn’t help 
much. If the doorbell rings and you tell 
your mother a mammal is at the door, 
she wouldn’t know whether you meant a 
man or a woman or a child.” 

“Might even be a lion or a whale,” 
said the least grandson. 

“Yes... . You might almost as well 
say an animal was at the door. You know 
you're an animal, don’t you?” 

“You’re one, I’m one,” he said. “We’re 
all animals. But we’re Jesus’s animals!” 

F THE least grandson keeps that wis- 

dom as he grows older, he will be kept 
from two of the commonest mistakes that 
mankind ever makes about itself. 


One is the mistake of the “spiritually 
minded.” Not that all spiritual people 
make this mistake, but it is their special- 
ty. One might almost say it can’t be made 
except by spiritual persons. It is some- 
times called the angelic fallacy. It is the 
mistaken belief that since we are spirit 
and soul and body, we are really spirits 
and/or souls, the body is negligible; the 
less attention we pay to it the better. On 
this view, the soul and/or spirit is like 
a beautiful and costly Christmas gift, 
wrapped for safety’s sake in yards of 
tissue paper and a stout cardboard car- 
ton. The recipient of the gift cherishes 
it, but the wrappings go out to be picked 
up by the trash man. The gift has no 
relation to the wrappings; it was only 
to keep the gift: safe and clean that the 
wrappings were used at all, and any other 
kind of box—wood or plastic or what 
not—would have done just as well, stuffed 
with excelsior instead of confetti or tis- 
sue paper. 

This notion has some practically bad 
effects. People who believe it usually go 
on to believe that the animal self, the 
body, is either not real at all, or else 
that it is bad. It deserves no good wishes, 
no good treatment. You can afford to 
ignore it, if you think it unreal, or to 
mistreat it, if you think it is bad. In any 
case, people who take this attitude always 
feel a bittle ashamed of their animal na- 
ture. They would like to forget it. They 
look forward to heaven as a happy place 
where at last the long body-bound spirit 
can be free. Since the soul or spirit is 
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all they will be able to take to heaven, 
it seems to matter very little what they 
do to or with the highly temporary in- 
cinerator-bound bit of trash called the 
body. 


HIS IS ALL a mistake; but the 

opposite mistake is made by the op- 
posite kind of people. If one error is 
called the angelic fallacy, the other might 
be called the animal fallacy. It is the 
notion that only the body is real, that 
when you say “animal” you have said 
the last word and the only word about 
the nature of man. This has all sorts of 
practical effects, none of them good. One 
is to suppose that education should be 
designed to turn out good animals, and 
that a person with a major (for example) 
in physical education is an educated man. 
The animal fallacy affects the practice 
of medicine, for the doctor who makes 
this mistake supposes that when he has 
treated the body he has treated the pa- 
tient, when he has not—he has treated 
only part of the patient. It affects reli- 
gion, because the person beset by this 
sort of mistake goes on to draw the logical 
conclusion that the end of his physical 
body is the end of him, and that therefore 
no sin can have consequences for him 
which are more than life-long. The vic- 
tim of the animal fallacy has a hard time 
believing in God at all, for since the only 
real part of himself is his body and since 
God has no body, then God must be 
nobody. 

The New Testament steers us straight. 
The body is real; we are animals just 
as much as cats and caterpillars. But 
we are not no-animals, we are not all- 
animals. There is more to us than our 
animal selves, yet our animal selves be- 
long in our true selves. We may be the 
only creatures in the universe like this, 
but this is the way we are. 

The all-animal mistake (as I said) 
tends to do away with religion, because 
good animals do not bother with it. Why 
should we? A conscience-stricken ani- 
mal, an animal with spiritual aspirations, 
is a funny idea, just to mention it. The 
no-animal mistake likewise tends to do 
away with religion or to distort it, be- 
cause it regards the body as off-limits 
for religion, and in consequence always 
encourages a one-sided life. The New 
Testament keeps the balance true. Paul 
prays for his friends in Thessalonica that 
their bodies, along with their souls and 
spirits, may be kept “sound and blame- 
less.” He urges his unknown friends in 
Rome to present their bodies as a living 
sacrifice. This, he says, is your spiritual 
worship. If it seems a paradox to say 
that physical religion is spiritual, we can 
and must at least say that you cannot 


be spiritual in the full sense without be- 
ing physical. 


A® THE LEAST grandson put it, we 
are animals. But we are animals 
that belong to Jesus, and that makes a 
great deal of difference. This is a child’s 
version of a profound New Testament 
doctrine. We can get all too easily tan- 
gled in grown-up philosophy. “Theologi- 
cal anthropology” sounds forbidding and 
difficult; and so it is. Metaphysical an- 
alyses of our human and creaturely fini- 
tude can be highly confusing. We have 
all sorts of trouble understanding what 
“soul” and “spirit” mean, and we don’t 
even know for certain whether Saint Paul 
actually thought they were different or 
was using two words for the same thing. 
But one thing we do know and nobody 
with half an eye can doubt it: We are 
animals. Very well: we accept the fact. 
But we lift our heads; for we are the 
kind of animal, and the only kind of 
animal, that can truly be said to belong 
to Jesus, and to no man else. 


Foreman at Buffalo 


Church’s Role Stressed 
As “Uncongenial Fellowship” 


BuFFALo, N.Y. (RNS)—The kingdom 
of God “‘is not a tea party.” The church 
should be a “fellowship of the uncon- 
genial — people of all racial back- 
grounds.” 

So declared Kenneth J. Foreman, pro- 
fessor of doctrinal theology at Louisville 
Presbyterian Seminary, at a conference 
on evangelism preliminary to the 173rd 
General Assembly of the United Presby- 
terian Church, U.S.A. 

He said that the church should not 
necessarily be composed of people who 
are attracted to one another socially, but 
should be made up of “people brought 
together by the magnetism of Christ. 

“We have churches in slum areas, we 
have racially integrated churches; but 
all such are hot news and this fact is 
significant. We could with better reason 
be regarded as an evangelistic church if 
racially or culturally integrated congre- 
gations in places like Greenwich Village 
(New York) and Hiroshima were not 
so newsworthy.” 

In a welcome to evangelistic leaders, 
Herman L. Turner of Atlanta, Ga., re- 
tiring moderator of the Assembly, criti- 
cized “dead wood” congregations and 
“prestige” ministers. 

“We should not measure Christian 
success by the size of a congregation and 
the availability of off-street parking,” he 
said. “Congregations are apt to have 
quite a bit of dead wood—people who 
join the church but are not really active 
in their membership.” 

He expressed concern that some minis- 
ters may be interpreting their vocations 
in secular terms—such as prestige, salary 
and “fringe benefits” instead of stressing 
“a relevant, Biblical faith.” 
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FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e As the end of the semes- 
ter draws near I am faced with the for- 
midable task of reading and supplement- 
ing a “Year’s Preaching Plan” which 
each of my twenty-four students has been 
working on for the past two months. 
That means 1200 sermon outlines! Most 
of the men have done a good job on this 
and the results will stand them in good 
stead when they go out into their first 
pastorate. My main job has been to 
supplement the bibliographies; I find 
that they are heavily theological and 
have tried to draw the students’ attention 
to secular literature, fiction, poetry and 
scientific studies that have a bearing on 
their themes. 


TUESDAY e@ In his early and seminal 
book, The Kingdom of God in America, 
Richard Niebuhr made the comment that 
one way of understanding the difference 
between Catholic and Protestant thought 
and practice is by realizing that for 
Thomas Aquinas and his followers the 
end of life was conceived as the Visio 
Dei, whereas for Luther, Calvin and 
their followers the aim of life is the 
Regnum Dei. This is the sort of remark 
that can shed light on many of our dif- 
ferences in liturgy, polity and practical 
effort. 


WEDNESDAY e “We have entered a 
technological age, but our religious im- 
ages are still nearly all rural,” declared 
President McCord of Princeton recently 
in Dallas. Yes indeed; scratch the aver- 
age member of a big city church and 
you will find that his image of the 
church is a throw back to his country or 
small town upbringing, and that much 
of his religious thinking is nostalgic 
rather than contemporary. Although 
many of us live in the cities, we have 


not really accepted city life or its pe- 
culiar challenges to our personal and 
ecclesiastical thinking. 

THURSDAY e “There is all the dif- 
ference in the world,’ wrote Florence 
Allshorn, the missionary educator, whose 
Notebooks and Life by J. H. Oldham are 
a constant inspiration and rebuke to me, 
“between religious people and Christ- 
like people. You can be religious and 
yet somehow keep self as the largest 
thing. Many ‘good’ people have 
been saved from ‘sin,’ but not, alas, 
from egotism.” The story of how she, 
as a young missionary in Uganda per- 
ceived the truth of these remarks and 
entered more deeply into the real heart 
of Christianity, is a noble testimony. 

FRIDAY e A hundred years ago Fred- 
erick Denison Maurice was saying to the 
churches, “We have been dosing our peo- 
ple with religion when what they want 
is not that but the living God, and we 
are threatened now, not with the loss of 
religious feeling or of religious notions, 
but with atheism.” I wonder whether 
that is not a word for twentieth-century 
America ? 

SATURDAY ¢ Nothing would do more 
for the elevation of pulpit style than a 
renewed interest in that fine but neglected 
novelist, Joseph Conrad. His work rises 
at times to a noble eloquence (very dif- 
ferent from rhetoric!) of which our pul- 
pits are notably short. And a study of 
books like The Heart of Darkness would 
certainly deepen our awareness of the 
complex and subtle nature of sin. 


SUNDAY e In the baptismal service 
today I was reminded of F. D. Maurice’s 
words, “Every child born is born into 
a world already redeemed by Christ. In 
baptism this truth is proclaimed and the 
child is put into relation with it.” This 
is very different from the Anglican think- 
ing of his day, and it is worth pondering 
anew for the thinking of our own day 
in regard to this misunderstood sacra- 
ment. 





SAFE « GENEROUS - ASSURED 


Income for you—Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells 
how your gift to the Board purchases a regular an- 
nuity which pays you an income for life and later 
serves the Church. As protection for you, the full 
amount is held by the Board through your lifetime. 
And, depending on your age, you can receive up to 
7.4% per year—regardless of prevailing business 
conditions. Payments to you are made semi-annually 
. .. an income for you, now, an outgo for Christian- 
ity later. A gift of this nature will be a source of 


real satisfaction to you. 


Write today to G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


Ask for 
FREE FOLDER 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B-Ponce deLeon Ave., N.E. 
12 


Atlanta 8, Ga. 





Texas Synod Acts on 
Capital Punishment 


The Synod of Texas (Presbyterian, 
U. S.) declined to follow the recent rul- 
ing of the Assembly’s moderator in call- 
ing a report on capital punishment out 
of accord with the Confession of Faith 
and the catechisms when it was asked 
to do so. At the same time the synod did 
not adopt the report, as it declined to do 
last year, but rather received it and will 
make it available to the churches for 
study. The report concludes that “capital 
punishment is wrong.” 

Adopting a special report on the syn- 
od’s relationship to the World Missions 
program, it was declared, “The Synod of 
Texas has not adequately met the respon- 
sibility to World Missions that Christ 
has set before her.”” Synod’s council was 
instructed to develop a more effective 
two-way channel of communication with 
the Board of World Missions and con- 
gregations are asked to be more alert in 
determining their own financial and per- 
sonnel needs in the light of the needs of 
the whole church. 

At the same time, the board itself is 
asked to re-study its promotional and 
educational program. 

The synod voted to “commend with 
appreciation all institutions of the Synod 
of Texas for their willingness to accept 
qualified students of all races and colors.” 
These were declared to be: Austin Col- 
lege, Austin Seminary, Schreiner Insti- 
tute, Presbyterian Pan-American School, 
Presbyterian Children’s Home, and Mo- 
Ranch Assembly. 


Austin Seminary Plan 


President David L. Stitt of Austin 
Seminary announced that a joint plan 
to operate Austin Seminary under Pres- 
byterian, U. S., and United Presbyterian, 
USA, auspices had been called off because 
of lack of finances. Joint operations were 
to have begun next September 1. 

The joint statement, including signa- 
tures by representatives of the UPUSA 
Council on Theological Education, de- 
clared: 

“Consummation of the approved plans 
was cancelled only because the financial 
resources available to the Council on The 
ological Education . . . will not permit 
execution of the proposed joint opera- 
tion by September of 1961, as was agreed 
upon.” 

“Deep regret at the necessity of this 
conclusion” was expressed in the joint 
statement. 

Robert P. Douglass, Dallas pastor, 
was moderator of the meeting in the First 
church, San Antonio, with President 
John D. Moseley of Austin College mod- 
erator-nominee for next year’s meeting in 
Midland. 

. * * 
PEOPLE are very open-minded about 
new things—so long as they’re exactly 
like the old ones—CuHarLEs F. KetTTER- 
ING. 
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The Power of the Tongue 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for June 18, 1961 


James 


Our Bible studies in recent weeks have 
been taken from the Wisdom Literature 
of the Old Testament—most of which 
is concerned with practical problems of 
daily conduct. Our studies this week and 
next are taken from the Book of James, 
a somewhat similar piece of literature in 
the New Testament. According to the 
traditional view the author of this treatise 
was James, the brother of the Lord. There 
is no such indication, however, in the 
Scriptures themselves, and in the judg- 
ment of many modern scholars it was 
written after the death of our Lord’s 
brother (which occurred about 65 A.D.) 
by a James who is otherwise unknown. 
In 1:1 he describes himself simply as 
“a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

The book is written ostensibly “to the 
twelve tribes in the dispersion,” which, 
taken literally, would mean to the Jews 
dispersed throughout the world. It is quite 
evident, however, that it is the church 
which James has in mind, the church 
which has inherited the promises given 
to ancient Israel, and which must now 
undertake Israel’s mission to the world. 
James is concerned with the conduct of 
Christians, with the temptations that they 
must overcome if they are truly to repre- 
sent Christ in the world. And one of 
these temptations (which has not lost its 
force with the passing years) is the temp- 
tation to sin with our tongues. It is that 
temptation with which our present study 
is concerned. 


1. The Importance of the Tongue, 

3:1-4 

James begins his statement with a 
warning to teachers (not “masters” as in 
the kKJv): “Let not many of you become 
teachers, my brethren, for you know that 
we who teach shall be judged with great- 
er strictness.” 

As Dr. E. C. Caldwell, my own be- 
loved teacher in Union Theological Sem- 
inary a generation ago, pointed out: 
“The early Christians carefully selected 
qualified persons as teachers of new con- 
verts.” When James wrote his epistle 
the probability is that “there was no 
written Gospel; the sayings and doings 
of our Lord in the days of his flesh has 
not vet been committed to writing; the 
gospel was as yet oral tradition. It was 
the church’s most precious possession. 
The sacred treasure was sedulously 
guarded, preserved inviolate, and trans- 
mitted unimpaired. It was committed to 
faithful men who in turn were able to 
teach others (2 Tim. 2:2). 

“In the churches to which he writes 
James is persuaded that too many are 
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3:1-12 


seeking the office of teacher. He warns 
them that the position, while honorable, 
involves the greatest responsibility, that 
God will hold the teacher to the strictest 
account, and if unfaithful to or negligent 
of his sacred trust will visit him in the 
Judgment Day with a punishment heavier 
than that of the rank and file.” 

Dr. Sugden, in the Abingdon Bible 
Commentary, comments: 

“In young and isolated churches there 
is always a danger that zealous but ig- 
norant men may set themselves up as 
teachers. Many religious leaders have 
had to meet this tendency among their 
followers. There is the same danger to 
be guarded against in the churches today. 
Zeal and piety are not sufficient qualifi- 


cations without due study and prepara- 
tion.” 


James’ words must not be employed to 
discourage men and women from accept- 
ing the responsibility of teaching in the 
Sunday school or elsewhere; they should 
prevent anyone from accepting such re- 
sponsibility lightly. The error of a teach- 
er may be multiplied a hundred-fold, a 
thousand-fold. It should not be forgotten 
either that there are errors of various 
types. In the religious realm one may 
err on the side of so-called liberalism and 
also on the side of so-called conservatism. 
Much of the difficulty that young people, 
and some older ones too, come to have 
with the Bible is due to inadequate views 
of the Scripture that they have imbibed 
from parents, teachers in the Sunday 
school, and pastors. Many of the attacks 
on the Bible that appear in our papers 
from time to time by “atheists” or “ag- 
nostics” reflect the inadequate instruc- 
tion which thev received somewhere along 
the line, and from which thev have never 
succeeded in emancipating themselves. 

James goes on to point out that proper 
control of the tongue is a proof of Chris- 
tian maturitv not only in the teacher, 
but in us all: “For we all make many 
mistakes. Anyone who never makes a 
mistake in what he says has a character 
that is fully developed and is able to 
control his whole body as well’ (Good- 
speed). This point is illustrated by a 
picture of a spirited horse, controlled by 
the bit in his mouth; and by that of a 
ship whose course is easily determined 
by the one who holds the helm. 

No man can become perfect in this 
life. James’ point is that a man who 
can control his tongue has self-command 
enough to control his entire body. “This,” 
Moffatt points out, “is an exaggeration: 
some of the most reticent men have by no 
means been able to control their sensual 
passions.” Nonetheless it has essential 
truth. Men who find it easy to avoid 
other sins, sin frequently with their 


tongues. The man who never says an 
untrue thing, a bitter thing, a misleading 
thing, an unkind thing, is rare indeed. 


ll. Its Capacity for Fire, 3:3-6 


James reminds us here of the power 
of little things. A small bit controls the 
horse; a little rudder the ship; so, “The 
human tongue is physically small, but 
what tremendous effects it can boast of. 
A whole forest can be set ablaze by a tiny 
spark [from a cigarette, for example, 
thrown carelessly from a speeding car], 
and the tongue is as dangerous as any 
fire with vast potentialities for evil. It 
can poison the whole body, it can make 
the whole of life a blazing hell” (James 
3:5-6, as translated by J. B. Phillips). 

“The tongue is a fire.” A fire which 
can set a home or a church or a com- 
munity or a nation or a world ablaze. 
It can destroy friendships, poison com- 
munity relations, and “make the fellow- 
ship of a church a blasphemy against the 
love of God.” No doubt many who read 
these lines could give examples. 

In what sense is the tongue “an un- 
righteous world” (Kjv) or “a world of 
iniquity” (Rsv) [The New English Bible 
translates: “It represents among our 
members the world with all it wicked- 
ness”’], which defiles or stains the body. 
Sugden things it is because through the 
tongue we come into relation with the 
wicked world, both by hearing what 
others say and conversing with them and 
so become defiled. Dummelow says: 
“The idea conveyed in this difficult pas- 
sage seems to be that while other mem- 
bers can sin only to a limited extent, 
the tongue can inspire and cause a whole 
cycle of wickedness—a whole world of 
evil.” The Interpreter’s Bible takes it to 
mean that “the orderly course of human 
affairs is set on fire—made destructive 
to mankind—by evil tongues.” The wheel 
(or cycle) of nature, says Dimont, means 
all human life. “The tongue is like the 
axle of a wheel which gets red hot and 
then sends the fire along the spokes until 
the whole wheel is ablaze.” The tongue, 
in other words, can defile the individual 
and even send raging flames through 
the whole of society. Talk of this kind 
is simply hellish. James uses hell in vs. 
6 as a synonym for the Devil, as heaven 
is often used as a synonym for God. Evil 
speech, reckless speech, inflammatory 
speech, James says, come from the Devil. 
It is the Devil who uses us as his mouth- 
piece. 


Ill. The Difficulty of its Control, 
3:7-8 


James has spoken of the danger of an 
uncontrolled tongue. In these verses he 
points out how difficult it is to control 
the tongue. 

“Every kind of beast and bird, reptile 
and fish, is from time to time and has 
actually been tamed [This was particu- 
larly true in James’ days, says Earl L. 
Douglass, when, for the Roman circuses, 
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animal training was at its greatest peak 
in all history]. Man has made the winds, 
the lightnings, waterfalls, minerals—all 
the forces of nature—to submit to him 
and serve his purpose. There is no jungle, 
inhabited by wild, ferocious . animals, 
which he is afraid to enter. Without dread 
of sea monsters he sails the seven seas. 
The animals and the migthy forces of 
nature are obedient to his will.” (Cald- 
well) 

3ut the tongue no man can tame; it is 
a restless evil, full of deadly poison. The 
figure here seems to be that of a danger- 
ous serprent which instills into our bodies 
the deadly venom of misrepresentations, 
of rancorous or slanderous speech. And 
poison is an apt representation of the 
way in which the venom introduced into 
the body by a mischievous tongue grad- 
ually spreads through the human system. 
Othello, driven at last to choke the wife 
he dearly loved by the working of Iago’s 
poisoned word in his imagination, is a 
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classic example. Notice, however, that 
James did not say that no one can tame 
the tongue, but only that no man can. 
Augustine commented: “He does not say 
that no one can tame the tongue, but no 
one of men: so that, when it is tamed, 
we confess that this is brought about by 
the pity, the help, the grace of God.” 
(Earl Douglass) 


IV. The Tongue’s Duplicity, 3:9-12 
To be consistent, the tongue which 
blesses God should also bless men who 
are made in the image of God. But we 
are not consistent. “With it we bless the 
Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
men who are made in the likeness of 
God” (3:9). Moffatt says that James 
was thinking particularly of teachers and 
preachers who uttered lofty sentiments 
and voiced spiritual truths before their 
congregations, and then gave way to bit- 
terness in controversy, even cursing those 
who opposed them. Too often this has 
been the case. But James’ words apply 
to all: “Talk about religion among or- 
dinary members of the church might be 
wholesome, but the same people were 
guilty of spitefulness and scandal in so- 
cial intercourse, inflaming the passions 
of others by cruel, careless words, or 
poisoning the mind by insinuations.” 

It is even worse when Christians speak 
scornfully or derogatorily of an entire 
class or nation or race. “My brethren,” 
says James, “this ought not to be so.” 
It ought not to be so, and it need not be 
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so. By the grace of God we can leam 
to control even our tongues. But it may 
require a radical transformation of our 
character. 

As James proceeds to point out, a fig 
tree does not yield olives, a pure fountain 
does not yield bitter water (3:11-12). A 
bitter tongue then is proof of a bitter 
nature. A tree must produce according 
to its nature. Our real character finds 
expression through our tongues. Our 
tongues then will be used aright only as 
we grow in the likeness of Christ; or, to 
put it in other words, only as Christ 
sweetens our heart, the spring or source 
from which bitterness seeps into our 
words and into our deeds. 


For Further Consideration 


Do teachers today need to be encour- 
aged or discouraged? Do we have too 
many teachers or too few? What are the 
opportunities in your church for the train- 
ing of teachers? What about men and 
women who set up themselves as self- 
appointed critics of the authorized teach- 
ers of the church? Are teachers the only 
ones who receive heavier judgment? Who 
else? Why is it so difficult to control the 
tongue? How can we keep from saying 
things which hurt? What are some of 
the sins of the tongue? (Think, for ex- 
ample, of the unchaste tongue, the cruel 
tongue, the idle tongue, the thoughtless 
tongue, the sarcastic tongue, the lying 
tongue, the hasty tongue.) How does the 
tongue defile the body? What are some 
of the fires that the tongue can kindle 
in society? Is it right that we should 
be judged by “every idle word” (Mt. 
12:36)? Jesus does not mean that idle 
words are wrong, but that they reveal 
our true character, whether good or evil. 
What is the danger of an “argumentative 
spirit”; of partisanship? Is it true that 
“Christianity cannot be defended or ad- 
vanced except in the Christian spirit”? 
James describes the evil which can be 
done by words which are spoken? What 
about the evil which can be done by 
words which are left unspoken? By si- 
lence when lies are uttered and slander 
spread, when unfounded rumors are 
passed on their way, when insinuations 
are made (against man or movements) 
for which there is no proof, when an 
unpopular minority or race is condemned 
or caricatured? We have been led to 
think about the harm that the tongue can 
do. Think for a moment about the other 
side, the great good which the tongue 


can accomplish. What would you suggest? 
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BOOK NOTES 


YOU SHALL BE MY PEOPLE: THE BOOKS 
OF COVENANT AND LAW. By Edwin M. 
Good. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 96 
pp., $1.50. 

This volume is the first of a set of nine 
handbooks on the Bible written expressly 
for laymen in the Westminster Guides to 
the Bible series. The author is general 
editor of the series and his preface affirms 
the Bible’s centrality together with the 
realization that laymen must be aided to 
take a firm grip on Biblical faith. 

Within the compass of seven well-or- 
ganized chapters the author attempts to 
open the Pentateuch by means of an 
interpretation centered in the community 
of faith. He is fully aware of the prob- 
lems involved in a serious study of Gen- 
esis through Deuteronomy and he makes 
a straightforward attempt to face them. 
The chapter titles provide a clue to his 
procedure: “An Answer to God,” “The 
Process of Memory,” “Out of Egypt,” 
“God’s Own Possession,” “Promise and 
Blessing,” “ ‘In the Beginning,’” and 
“You Shall Be My People.’ ” 

In the course of the book the writer 
deals carefully and concisely with the 
meaning of Torah, the content and func- 
tion of the Law (and to relationship to 
Grace), the significance of Covenant as 
the God-Israe] relationship, the main fea- 
tures of the documentary hypothesis, the 
function and growth of oral tradition, the 
meaning of sin, and the place of sacrifice 
in Israelite religion. 

This reviewer has a basic criticism of 
this type of book: Should it not provide 
sufficient bibliography after each chapter 
or at the end of the book to enable the 
awakened layman to pursue the matter? 
Does not the omission of footnotes and 
lists of works “For Further Study” im- 
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POSITION OPEN: Dormitory resident and 

counselor for church related woman’s 
college. Work includes counseling with 
students, assistance with student activi- 
ties, supervision of housekeeping (no food 
service). College degree, previous experi- 
ence with youth groups desired. Applica- 
tion should state age, previous experience, 
general background. Apply c/o Box F-35, 
Outlook. 




















POSITION WANTED 


PRESBYTERIAN PASTOR for 27 years, 

married, with B.A., B.Th., S.T.M. degrees 
Plus graduate work in American history 
desires to teach history and/or religion 
in church related college. Open to offers 
as pastor or associate. Write; c/o Box 
F-36, Outlook. 








WANTED 


OUR MEN’S CLASS wants fifty copies 
Premier Hymns, published 1926 by Pres- 
byterian Committee of Publications, now 
out of print. If you have a copy available, 
advise by postal. If in good condition, our 
judgment final, 75¢ to $1.00 per copy. 
ames L. Diehl, 1015 Prestwood Drive, 
Hartsville, S. C. 


JUNE 5, 1961 





ply that the layman now has the matter 
in hand? 

My chief particular criticisms of this 
book are these. First, does not the au- 
thor’s “community-centered” approach 
leave him exposed? When, for instance, 
he continues to say that Israel saw God 
at work in the Exodus event, he makes 
us ask, “How?” But he fails to answer 
this, even in terms of the figure of Moses 
as the interpreter of the event. Second, 
is it not a superficial evaluation of the 
Deuteronomic view of God-man-history, 
especially in the Pentateuch to say that it 
teachers obedience for prosperity? Third, 
when discussing the materials of the Bib- 
lical literature is it not necessary to dis- 
tinguish the date of original promulgation 
and the date of final literary composition 
in present form? This is not done with 
clarity in some very important places. 
Fourth, how can we accept his judgment 
that the Epistle of Barnabas’ interpreta- 
tion of Abraham’s 318 men is “fantastic” 
while the author himself expects us to 
place Abraham between the years 1,400 
and 1,350 B.C.? 


The following danger is inherent in 
short, popular books, but the inclusion of 
unexplained statements such as those re- 
garding the importance of the number 
twelve to the Hebrews (p. 65) or the 
characterization of the Promised Land as 
offering “ready-made comfort” or the 
author’s wondrous ability to separate his- 
toricity from valid and honest religious 


meaning in his discussion of important 
events and people is misleading. How 
can these stories teach that “Yahweh... 
keeps his promises,” if these things never 
really happened ? 

With all of these shortcomings and 
others which we have not mentioned, this 
is a usful book. There is an excellent 
final section on the O.T. as a book for 
Christians. 


Prescott H. WILLIAMS, JR. 
Austin Presbyterian Seminary. 
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tion Press, N. Y. $1, paper. 

Religious Perspectives in American Cul- 
ture. J. W. Smith & A. L. Jamison, eds. 
Princeton University Press, Princeton, N. 
J. $7.50. 

The Fate of Man. Crane Brinton. George 
Braziller, Inc., N. Y. $7.50. 

Dear Mr. Brown. Harry Emerson Fos- 
dick. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $3. 

Structures of Prejudice. Carlyle Marney. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. $4.50. 

Living All Your Life. John A. Redhead. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville, Tenn. $2. 

Christ and Human Values. A. C. Reid. 
Broadman Press, Nashville, Tenn. $2.50. 
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Though your will... 


you can protect the welfare of your family. 
You can also express your love of your 
Church by helping to extend its program 
throughout the world. Include the Church 
in your will. Can we be of help? 


THE PRESBYTERIAN FOUNDATION, INC, (U.S.) 
1004 WACHOVIA BANK BUILDING 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 



















The New English Bible 
New Testament 


bound in blue cloth 
over boards, gold 











IT’S HERE! The new translation for which 
the English-speaking world has been waiting 


PROMPT SERVICE ORDER FORM 


512 E. Main St. 


Please send _____~_ copy (ies) of THE NEW ENGLISH 
BIBLE New Testament @ $4.95 each. 


stamping. 
Size: 5 5/8 x 9 inches Name -- 
460 4.95 
— $ Address 
In Stock for Immediate 
Shipment City... 





OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 
Richmond 19, Va. 











MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Milton C. Bierschwale from Nocona, 
Texas, to the Caldwell, Texas, and Somer- 
ville churches. * 

Lewis L. Wilkins from San Saba, Texas, 
to the First church, Junction City, Ark. 

A. B. Williford from Richlands, Va., to 
30 Surber Rd., White Sulphur Springs, 
W. Va. 

Donald F. Bobb from Boston, Mass., to 
B. P. 91 Limete, Leopoldville, Congo. 

L. P. McCord, Roanoke, Va., will be- 
come assistant minister of the First 
Church, Richmond, Va., in early July. 

Ivan Stafford, Charleston, W. Va., will 
become vice-president of Mountain Re- 
treat Association and Montreat-Anderson 
Junior College. He is now professor of 
Education and assistant director of de- 
velopment at Morris Harvey College. 

Donald C. Graham, Pensacola, Fla., is 
to become pastor of the Bethany church, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

L. R. Scott from Selma, Ala. 
taria Dr., Rome, Ga., June 15. 

E. C. Scott from Albany, Ga., to 855 
Artwood Rd., N. E., Atlanta 7, Ga. 

D. H. Dulin from Blenheim, S. C., to 
the Ridgecrest church, Rt. 1, Stanfield, 
N. C. Mr. Dulin is reached by telephone 
through Oakboro, N. C. 

William M. Janes from Clothier, W. Va., 
to the Mattie Smith Memorial and Buffa- 
lo Valley churches, Silver Point, Tenn. 

John D. Hungarland, formerly of Ocala, 
Fla., is now serving the Thomas, Va., 
and Davis churches. 

Horace D. Douty, 
assistant pastor 
Covenant, 
boro, N. ¢ 

Guadalupe M. Armendariz from Galves- 
ton, Texas, to the Iglesia church, San 
Benito, Texas. 

James Eade Anderson from Bainbridge, 
Ga., to the First church, Greenwood, Miss. 

Robert R. Shepperson from Fairbanks, 
La., to the Central church, 1515 Poplar 

t., Pine Bluff, Ark. 

George M. Pickard from Walton Beach, 
Fla., to the Mt. Hermon church, Ila, Ga., 
July 1. 

J. L. Neely, 1421 N. Central St., 
Texas, is now honorably retired. 

T. Watson Street from Austin, Texas, 
to 733 Vasswood Dr., Nashville 5, Tenn. 

Frank McElroy, Jr., from Lockhart, 
Texas, to the First church, Yoakum, 
Texas. 

C. Rodgers McLane from 
ville, Texas, 
ter, Texas, 








, to 14 Wis- 


Lexington, Va., to 
of the Church of the 
501 S. Mendenhall St., Greens- 


Tyler, 


Raymond- 
to the First church, Lancas- 
Box 306. 


United Presbyterian, USA 


William R. Wycoff from Defiance, Ohio, 
to Colerain, Ohio. 


LEES-McRAE COLLEGE 





Liberal Arts and Terminal Education 
Marshall Woodson, President 
Banner Elk, N. C. 


William L. Mulford from San Anselmo, 
Calif., to 17 E. St. Andrews St., Duluth 3, 
Minn. 

William F. Ruschhaupt, Jr., from Mc- 
Kees Rocks, Pa., to 307 Meadow Rd., 
Glenshaw, Pa., June 15. 

William D. Ng from Scranton, Pa., to 
6800 Washington Ave., St. Louis 30,,Mo., 
July 1. 

James R. Struthers from Richardson, 
Texas, to the First church, Stillwater, 
Okla. William Moll Case, who has been 
supplying the pulpit of this church, has 
—— to 252 Gordon Ave., San Jose 
27, Calif. 


DEATHS 

Elizabeth E. Turner, 61, secretary in 
the office of the United Presbyterian USA 
Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations, New York, died suddenly in 
New York, May 22. She was formerly 
a missionary to China. 


HEADS KOREAN SCHOOL 

G. Thomas Brown, Kwangju, Korea, has 
been inaugurated as the first president 
of the Ho Nam Theological Institute in 
Kwangju, jointly sponsored by the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., mission and the ten pres- 
byteries in the four southwestern provin- 
ces of Korea. Other than Mr. Brown, all 
faculty members are Koreans. There are 
now 72 students. 


PITTSBURGH SEMINARY 
Clifford E. Barbour, who has served as 


MITCHELL COLLEGE 


A coeducational junior college 
In the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains. Fully ac 
credited. High standards. Small classes’ Preparation for 
advanced academic work; specific vocational training. 
. _ Liberal Arts « Voice « Piano 





an  -« Terminal Business Educati 
Established TBS, Dorms. 


tion 
Scholarships. Endowed. Bate 


Joh Montgomery, Presiden 
Mitchell Colleee Statesville, North Carolina 


vice-president and acting president 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, h 
been named president of that institutiog, 
for 1961-62. In making the appointme; 
the trustees paid tribute to Dr. Barbour§g 
leadership in merging the former UB 
and USA institutions, declaring that hg 
“took control of a difficult situation ang 
brought harmony to the seminary family” 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Norman €E. Kohler, director of the 
UPUSA Ministry to Service Personne 
Overseas, has also been appointed a@ 
ministrative director of the Ministry tg 
Service Personnel in the Far East by 
the National Council of Churches. 


CHURCH SERVICE SOCIETY 

The Church Service Society of the 
U.S.A., a Presbyterian group emphasi¢ 
ing the liturgies and worship, met re 
cently in Sewickley, Pa., and elected the 
following officers: Carl D. Reimers 
Princeton, N. J., president; Floyd 0 
Shafer, New Salem, Ind., vice-president; 
Horace T. Allen, Jr., Renick, W. Va, 
secretary and treasurer; Donald K 
Welsh, Tarentum, Pa., chairman for pub 
lications. 


Peace (College 


Raleigh, North Carolina 

At Peace College education for the 
first and second years of college and 
the last two years of high school is 
pursued in an atmosphere which is 
friendly, informal, traditional, and 
Christian ... in classes that are 
fairly small and with instruction in 
the hands of trained and experienced 
faculty members. For catalogue or 
information, write 


WILLIAM C. PRESSLY, President 
PEACE COLLEGE 
Raleigh, North Carolina 














THOMAS E. GILMER, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1961 


Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 


of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








Summer Schools Begin 


Maxton 


PRESBYTERIAN —— COLLEGE 


Division O 
St. Andrews oon College 
Educational excelience for our greatest possession, our youth. 


June 12, 1961 


Move to new campus in September, 1961 


North Carolina 








QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A liberal arts program especially planned for women students 
A.B., B.S., and B.Mus. degrees ... full accreditation 
Presbyterian Church affiliation 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 








Presbyterian @ Coeducational 


FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 


Dormitories. Summer session. 
log and illustrated booklet. 


R. T. L. 





Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business education. 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. 145-acre campus. Athletics. 
Board, room, and tuition, $1,047. Cata- 


KING COLLEGE 


Founded 1867 
Fully 


LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
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